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Impact Economy Resources in DC 

 

DC is an epicenter of global and local impact. DC’s impact economy contains an unparalleled 

mix of leading international development institutions, grantmaking and social advocacy 

organizations, philanthropies, incubators and co-working spaces, social entrepreneurs, 

double bottom line businesses, and impact investors. A combination of influence, top talent, 

and access to investment dollars, make DC the global capital of social enterprise and impact.   

The Business Development Unit at the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and 

Economic Development (DMPED) helps businesses navigate resources to help them grow 

and thrive in DC.  We consistently hear from our stakeholders a need for a central location to 

view resources available to support businesses and individuals interested in different industry 

areas. This document strives to list the key organizations and resources in DC’s impact 

economy ecosystem.  We included all organizations and resources we are aware of. 

Inclusion in this document does not convey endorsement.  This document will be updated 

periodically. The date on the bottom of this page denotes the date of the last update. Please 

email katie.baskett@dc.gov with any organizations or resources we may have missed. 
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OVERVIEW AND DEFINITION OF IMPACT ECONOMY 

Definition: Organizations and private entrepreneurs in the ecosystem of private companies, 

non-profits and foundations whose missions involve addressing social challenges and other 

issues pertaining to the public good.   

Here is a breakdown of different impact economy organization types:  

1. Non-profits – purpose-driven organizations focused on addressing social issues. 

2. International Development Organizations- large multi-national organizations focused 

on the global economic development. 

3. Social Enterprises – for-profit organizations with a double bottom-line – a stated 

mission focused on creating improvements in human well-being, in addition to being 

commercially viable.   

4. Philanthropy/Foundations- foundations, limited liability companies, or individuals 

focused on funding other mission-driven organizations, philanthropy often functions as 

the venture capitalists and angel investors of the impact economy. 

5. Advocacy Organizations – organizations or associations including 

media/communications companies, working to change attitudes, policies or practices 

on social issues, ranging from broadly ideological to issue-specific.   

6. Social Impact Consulting- non-profit and for-profit consulting firms focused on using a 

values-based approach to solve issue-based problems for clients.  

7. Impact Investors- firms and individuals that invest in companies, organizations, and 

funds with the intention of generating social or environmental benefits in addition to a 

financial return. 

8. Impact Economy Incubation Programs – programs that provide technical and 

sometimes monetary assistance to accelerate the growth of impact-focused ventures.   

 

KEY EVENTS IN DC 

Good Tech Summit 

Blockchain for Social Impact Conference 

Washington Nonprofit Conference 

The Atlantic Festival 

City First Foundation Conference Series 

WeDC Fest 

Think Local First Awards Ceremony 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
https://www.goodtechsummit.com/
https://conference.blockchainforsocialimpact.com/about/
https://dc.nonprofitfederation.org/
https://www.theatlantic.com/press-releases/archive/2018/07/announcing-the-atlantic-festivalpreviously-washington-ideasrenamed-and-expanded-in-its-10th-year/566249/
https://www.cityfirstfoundation.org/
https://www.wedcfest.com/
http://thinklocalfirstdc.org/local-first-awards/
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LIST OF LARGEST NON-PROFITS IN DC 

Organization Name Employees Revenue 

American Red Cross 23,704 $2.73 billion 

Smithsonian Institute 6,736 $1.45 billion 

Patient Access Network Foundation 15 $819.43 million 

Population Services International 396 $621.28 million 

American Chemical Society 2,223 $601.99 million 

National Geographic Society 1,537 $539.98 million 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting 122 $463.64 million 

American Institutes for Research in the Behavioral 
Sciences 

1,923 $396.48 million 

Legal Services Corp. 199 $378.48 million 

National Academy of Sciences 1,236 $343.94 million 

Association of Universities for Research in Astronomy 1,109 $264.36 million 

Neighborhood Reinvestment Corp. 393 $261.28 million 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 2,342 $256.63 million 

National Gallery of Art 1,112 $231.01 million 

Network for Good NA $230.84 million 

International City Management Association Retirement 
Corp. 

890 $222.84 million 

United Negro College Fund 241 $221.37 million 

World Wildlife Fund 593 $218.08 million 

Association of American Medical Colleges 769 $214.21 million 

National Public Radio Inc. 1,302 $204.2 million 

Consortium for Ocean Leadership 93 $202.55 million 

Foundation for Food and Agricultural Research 1 $200.1 million 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 142 $185.65 million 

New Venture Fund 198 $179.42 million 

International Food Policy Research Institute 283 $169.23 million 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council 421 $163.51 million 

National Endowment for Democracy 198 $155.5 million 

Source: Washington Business Journal Book of Lists 

List of notable non-profits by issue area in DC 

LARGEST INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS IN DC 

Organization Name 

1. ACDI/VOCA (NGO) 
2. Chemonics (For-profit consultancy) 
3. Creative Associates International (for-profit 
consultancy) 
4. Inter-American Development Bank 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
http://www.american.edu/ocl/volunteer/Nonprofit-Directories.cfm
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5. International Resources Group (for-profit 
consultancy) 
6. Millennium Challenge Corporation 
7. Pact 
8. Population Services International 
9. US Agency for International Development 
10. World Bank 

Source: Devex 

Click here for a more complete list of global development groups in DC.   

SOCIAL ENTERPRISES (B-CORPS & PUBLIC BENEFIT CORPORATIONS) IN DC 
B-corp: B Corps are for-profit companies certified by the nonprofit B Lab to meet rigorous standards of 

social and environmental performance, accountability, and transparency.  You must score 80/200 on 

the impact assessment to be a certified B-corp.  Over 50,000 have taken the B-corp assessment but 

only a small percentage go on to get certified.  The assessment is helpful as it helps companies 

benchmark their impact.   

Public Benefit Corporation- type of legal structure for a business.  It is not a certification, and it is 

available only in those states which have passed benefit corporation legislation.  To become a benefit 

corporation, a company must incorporate in one of the states where it is available (DC is one such 

“state”).  Benefits corporations may choose to be certified as B Corps as well, but there is no 

requirement to do so.  Benefit corporations are allowed to consider profit as well as society and the 

environment.  This form of incorporation allows businesses to balance fiduciary duty between its 

shareholders and stakeholders. 

LIST OF B-CORPS IN DC 

Company Name Description Website 

Agora 
Partnerships 

Agora Partnerships invests in small and medium 
enterprises in developing countries. 

agorapartnerships.com 

Provoc Leverage the power of creative design and technology 
to drive social change and innovation 

www.provoc.me 

Telesis 
Corporation 

Planning, financing and building urban communities 
that are livable, beautiful, and safe 

www.telesiscorp.com 

Community 
Wealth Partners 

Management consulting firm for nonprofit organizations 
and foundations 

www.communitywealth.
com 

Arabella 
Advisors 

Arabella Advisors helps philanthropists and investors 
achieve greater good with their resources. 

ArabellaAdvisors.com 

More Than 
Money LLC 

Career Multimedia Online Libraries and Online and In- 
Person Staff Training 

morethanmoneycareer
s.com 

TechChange Provides online certificate courses to build technology 
skills 

www.techchange.org 

CleanChoice 
Energy 

CleanChoice Energy is an energy company that does 
good. 

www.cleanchoiceenerg
y.com 

Raffa, P.C. Raffa is a national Top 100 CPA advisory firm working raffa.com 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
https://www.devex.com/news/top-global-development-groups-in-washington-dc-a-primer-75975
https://www.bcorporation.net/what-are-b-corps
http://benefitcorp.net/
https://dcra.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dcra/publication/attachments/BenefitCorpHow-ToGuide.pdf
https://dcra.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dcra/publication/attachments/BenefitCorpHow-ToGuide.pdf
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with nonprofits and socially-responsible firms 
Network for 
Good 

Network for Good’s nonprofit donor-advised fund uses 
the Internet and mobile technology to securely and 
efficiently distribute thousands of donations to their 
favorite charities each year.   

www.networkforgood.c
om 

Arcadia Power Arcadia Power. The simple, affordable Clean Energy 
option for homes and businesses. 

www.arcadiapower.co
m 

Global Policy 
Solutions 

Advocacy, Cause-related marketing, Project 
management, Strategic consulting 

globalpolicysolutions.c
om 

Shifting 
Patterns 
Consulting 

Helps change makers mobilize resources & strengthen 
the organization behind the social change mission 

www.shifting-
patterns.com 

EdOps EdOps is focused on providing high-value business 
management services to charter schools. 

www.ed-ops.com 

Climate 
Advisors 

Climate Advisers is a policy and politics shop working to 
deliver a strong low-carbon economy. 

climateadvisers.com 

Union Kitchen Food incubator catalyzing small business growth by 
lowering barriers to entry for food businesses. 

unionkitchendc.com 

HH Logistics 
Planning, LLC 

A full service relocation management company that 
provides innovative solutions. 

www.hhlogisticsplannin
g.com 

SoapBox Soaps SoapBox Soaps is a mission-based personal care 
company. 

www.soapboxsoaps.co
m 

Threespot Content Strategy and Development, Site Analytics and 
Optimization, Visual Design 

www.threespot.com 

in-Kind inKind helps nurture and engage that community in 
order to grow the business. inKind provides capital to a 
business in exchange for credit towards the goods and 
services that business offers. 

inkindcapital.com 

City First Bank Nationally chartered commercial bank with a mission to 
provide financial and other services in low and 
moderate income communities.   

https://www.cityfirstban
k.com/ 

   

 

LIST OF PUBLIC BENEFIT CORPORATIONS IN DC: 
1. Dreamup, PBC- offers space-based educational and media services.  DreamUp aims to 

provide in-space opportunities to non-professionals who’ve never had access to space before- 
students, teachers, and those using crowd-sourcing to fund space projects.   

2. Conservation X Labs: creating a new model for conservation by using exponential 
technologies & financial and behavior change. They aim to scale through leveraging the 
private sector and partnerships with other conservation organizations and government.   

3. International Well Building Institute, PBC: mission is to improve human health and well-being 
in buildings and communities across the world through its WELL Building Standard (WELL).   

4. The Big Bad Woof- provides access to organic, holistic and premium raw diets, and a wide 
range of alternatives including holistic supplements for companion animals.   

5. Aloetree- (first benefit corporation in DC, Nov. 2013) – works with farmers, artisans, and 
groups certified by Organic & Fair trade groups to craft certified organic children’s clothes.   

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
http://www.dreamup.org/
http://conservationxlabs.com/
https://www.wellcertified.com/
http://www.thebigbadwoof.com/
http://www.aloetreekids.com/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/news/press-releases/georgetown-law-students-incorporate-benefit-corporation.cfm
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FOUNDATIONS IN DC  

 

Foundation Total Giving 

The Community Foundation for the National Capital 
Region 

$86,494,811 

The Wyss Foundation $83,596,632 
The Freedom Forum, Inc. $25,471,510 
The Gottesman Fund $20,447,018 
Public Welfare Foundation, Inc. $20,192,300 
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation 

$17,401,123 

New Mighty Foundation $16,522,081 
Searle Freedom Trust $15,375,712 
Moriah Fund $13,166,500 
Wallace Global Fund II $10,011,450 

Source: The Foundation Center 
http://data.foundationcenter.org/#/foundations/all/state:DC/top:giving/list/2014 
 
Breakdown of foundation giving in DC by type of project.  
 
The Wyss Foundation is a private, charitable foundation dedicated to supporting innovative, lasting 
solutions that improve lives, empower communities and strengthen connections to the land.  While the 
majority of their philanthropy is land/ conservation focused, they also invest in projects that expand 
economic opportunity and empower community.   
 
Relevant priorities to DC include: 

• Expanding economic opportunity and reducing inequality, such as by promoting fair lending 
practices and policies that help families save and build wealth. 

• Helping build a society where women are empowered and have equal opportunities. 
 
 
Searle Freedom Trust – aims to support work that will lead to a more just, free, and prosperous 
society.  Primarily they support domestic public policy research.   
 
Global Impact – Alexandria-based non-profit that builds partnerships and raises resources to help the 
world’s most vulnerable people by providing integrated, partner-specific advisory and backbone 
services; workplace fundraising and representation; campaign design, marketing and implementation 
for workplace and signature fundraising campaigns; and fiscal agency and technology services.  
Global Impact has generated more than $1.8 billion to help people in need.   
 
Arabella Advisors- DC-based B-corp philanthropy services firm that supports the efforts of individual, 
family, institutional, and corporate donors worldwide.  Their deep knowledge on issues and causes 
philanthropists care deeply about enable them to apply rigorous business principles when 
implementing grant-making strategies, effective portfolio management, and non-profit evaluations.   

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
http://data.foundationcenter.org/#/foundations/all/state:DC/top:giving/list/2014
https://www.washingtongrantmakers.org/search?keys=sites%20default%20files%20resources%202016%20Our%20Region%20Our%20Giving%20pdf
http://wyssfoundation.org/philanthropy/communities/
http://searlefreedomtrust.org/
http://charity.org/
https://www.arabellaadvisors.com/company/
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ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS 

 
List of 500 organizations working for progressive change on a national level grouped by categories 
that roughly describe the main focus of their work. 
 
List of gender and social policy organizations and institutions in the Washington, DC area 
 
List of social justice organizations  
 

SOCIAL IMPACT CONSULTING COMPANIES 

 
1. FSG: DC-based Company provides consulting ideas and resources for leaders working to create 
social change.  They help funders and nonprofits develop and evaluate strategies that advance their 
missions- and help companies design social impact strategies that strengthen their business.  
 
2. Community Wealth Partners – management consulting company focused on helping change 
agents solve social problems.  They offer leadership development and coaching, strategy and 
implementation, and community collaboration to help clients accelerate the pace of change.   
 
3. The Management Center- helps leaders working for social change build and run more effective 
organizations.   
 
4. McKinsey’s Social Sector Practice  
 
5. Shifting Patterns Consulting – consulting business that strengthens the organizational capacity of 
social enterprises and social justice organizations.   
 
6. Womble Carlyle- provide legal/business services for social enterprises.   
 

IMPACT INVESTORS 

 
The current size of the impact investing market is estimated to be between $50 -70 billion.  By 2020, 
an estimated $400 billion to $1 trillion globally is expected to be directed towards Impact Economy 
Investing. Source   
 
Why DC is a hotbed for impact investing  
 
1. Raffa Social Capital Advisors – matches social impact investors with social entrepreneurs who can 
successfully change the world.  Investments of $500,000 
 
2. Impact Assets – Bethesda-based non-profit that enables philanthropist and individual investors to 
engage in impact investing by providing: impact investment products, including a donor advised fund 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
http://www.startguide.org/orgs/orgs00.html
https://womensstudies.columbian.gwu.edu/gender-and-social-policy-organizations-and-institutions-washington-dc-area
https://www.socialworkdegree.net/social-justice-organizations/
http://www.fsg.org/
http://communitywealth.com/about-us/
http://www.managementcenter.org/
http://www.mckinsey.com/industries/social-sector/how-we-help-clients
http://shifting-patterns.com/
http://www.wcsr.com/Practices/Impact-Economy
http://www.wcsr.com/Practices/Impact-Economy
http://www.connectiveimpact.com/blog/top-5-reasons-why-dc-is-a-hotbed-for-impact-investing
https://www.raffa.com/socialcapitaladvisors/pages/default.aspx
http://impactassets.org/about_us/what_we_do
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and impact investing notes and educational resources to support individuals and advisors looking to 
engage in impact investing and to help build the field of impact investing.   
 
3. Village Capital- DC-based global venture firm that discovers, develops, and invests in 
entrepreneurs solving real-world problems (non-profit).  Although they have a global focus they also 
invest in the US and supports talented entrepreneurs who are tackling problems in cities beyond 
traditional startup hubs.  
 
4. Acumen America – non-profit venture fund that is harnessing the power of entrepreneurship to 
tackle poverty in the United States.  Acumen started investing in the US in 2016 across the areas of 
health care, workforce development and financial inclusion.  Their investments focus on companies 
creating sustainable solutions that improve the lives of Americans living in poverty.   
 
5. DC Social Innovation Project – identifies invests in and provides targeted resources – with new 
ideas – that tackle pressing social issues in Washington DC.  They equip local innovation thought 
leaders with a $25,000 social capital grant.  The grant consists of an up to $3,000 monetary award, 
half of which grantees are required to match and tailored comprehensive management pro-bono 
consulting package for each new grantee which provides strategic know-how, capacity building and 
organizational guidance valued at $22,000. 
 
DC-area foundations involved in impact investing:  
Calvert Foundation 
Case Foundation 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS IN DC 

 

Community development financial institutions (CDFIs) are private financial institutions that are 
100% dedicated to delivering responsible, affordable lending to help low-income, low-wealth, and 
other disadvantaged people and communities join the economic mainstream. 

By financing community businesses—including small businesses, microenterprises, nonprofit 
organizations, commercial real estate, and affordable housing—CDFIs spark job growth and 
retention in hard-to serve markets across the nation. 

4 Different types of CDFIS: 1) Community Development Banks 2) Community Development 
Credit Unions 3) Community Development Loan Funds 4) Community Development Venture 
Capital Funds 

1. Building Hope 
Building Hope supports high quality public charter schools in Washington D.C., Florida and other U.S. 
locations by providing business services, technical and financial assistance for educational facilities. 
 
2. City First Enterprises 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
http://vilcap.com/geography/united-states/
http://acumen.org/america/
http://dcsocialinnovation.org/about-us/
https://www.calvertimpactcapital.org/
https://casefoundation.org/
https://ofn.org/what-cdfi
http://buildinghope.org/
https://cfenterprises.org/
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City First Enterprises is a nonprofit bank holding company and an incubator of social finance 
solutions located in Washington, DC, that promotes social justice by increasing economic access 
and expanding opportunity for low-wealth communities. 
 
3. Latino Economic Development Corporation 

Latino Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that 
works to improve the wealth-building capacity of low- and moderate-income Latinos and other 
underserved communities in the Washington Metropolitan Area.  
 
4. National Housing Trust Community Development Fund 
 

The National Housing Trust Community Development Fund (NHTCDF), an affiliate of the National 
Housing Trust, is the only certified nationwide Community Development Financial Institution 
(CDFI) exclusively dedicated to providing predevelopment and bridge financing to preserve and 
improve affordable multifamily housing properties. NHTCDF currently offers two loan products: 
Interim Development loans, and Predevelopment loans. NHTCDF works nationally and is 
currently active in 25 states plus the District of Columbia. 

5. Partners for the Common Good 

Partners for the Common Good, Inc. (PCG) is a national nonprofit loan fund with a mission to 
advance economic justice for low income people and communities. As pioneers of the CDFI 
industry's first wholesale loan participation network, PCG promotes CDFI industry collaboration 
by facilitating partnerships to finance affordable housing, community facility, neighborhood 
commercial revitalization, and nonprofit working capital. PCG also hosts CapNexus, an online 
database that matches money and partners to community development finance opportunities.  
 
6. Capital Impact Partners 

Through capital and commitment Capital Impact helps people build communities of opportunity 

that break barriers to success. A nonprofit Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), 

we have a 30-year history delivering strategic financing, social innovation programs, and capacity 

building that creates social change and delivers financial impact nationwide.  Capital Impact 

partners also funds worker cooperatives.   

7. WACIF 

Wacif is a nonprofit community loan fund dedicated to supporting underserved communities in the 

Washington, D.C., Metropolitan Area by providing flexible loans, consulting and training 

workshops to community-minded entrepreneurs committed to starting and building locally-owned 

small businesses and organizations. 

Wacif recently launched the Ascend Capital Accelerator which was created to address greater 

economic trends for entrepreneurs of color and women entrepreneurs to help close the access to 

capital gap.  Ascend is a hands-on asset-based development program consisting of an interactive 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
http://www.ledcmetro.org/
http://www.nationalhousingtrust.org/
https://www.pcgloanfund.org/
https://www.capitalimpact.org/
https://www.capitalimpact.org/focus/co-ops/
http://wacif.org/
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workshop series combined with small group matching and wraparound individualized support, 

with the goal of building human and financial assets for local small businesses.   

IMPACT INVESTORS IN THE DC-AREA 

 
Mission Investors – leading network of foundations engaged in impact investing (over 200 members).  
Mission Investors Exchange provides an exclusive forum for our members to work together to align 
more assets to mission, whether through grants, loans, equity investments, or guarantees. We 
connect and convene practitioners of all experience levels so they can exchange best practices and 
develop new investment opportunities. We educate and activate members so they can partner 
on deals and drive greater impact. And we leverage our membership network and long experience in 
the field to ensure that foundations are playing a leadership role in the expanding impact investing 
ecosystem.   
 
The Global Impact Investing Network (the GIIN) – non-profit dedicated to increasing the scale and 
effectiveness of impact investing around the world.  The GIIN builds critical infrastructure and 
supports activities, education, and research that help accelerate the development of a coherent 
impact investing industry.  
 
Investor’s Circle – largest and most active early-stage impact investing network.  Together with 
hundreds of angels, venture capitalists, foundations and family offices, they have invested over $200 
million into more than 300 enterprises dedicated to improving the environment, education, health and 
community.   
 
Women Investing for a Sustainable Economy (WISE) 
 
Start Some Good – the crowdfunding platform for change makers 
 
 

IMPACT ECONOMY FELLOWSHIP/INCUBATION PROGRAMS 
 
1. Halcyon (incubator) – equips early-stage social entrepreneurs with the support they need to 
transform audacious ideas into scalable and sustainable ventures.   
2. Seed Spot (incubator)- programs designed to support entrepreneurs with the right access to 
resources, mentors, training, community partners, capital sources, and local resources.  This is for the 
earliest stage of entrepreneurs – you can enter the program with just an idea – whereas with Halycon 
your business needs to be more fleshed out. 
4. Open Gov Hub (co-working) – community & network of organizations promoting transparency, 
accountability, and civic engagement around the world.  Home to over 35 organizations promoting 
opengov reforms through technology, research, media, and advocacy.   
5. In3 DC – DC’s first community space dedicated to inclusion, innovation & incubation.  
6. Global Development Incubator – launches start-ups focused on social impact, incubate 
partnerships to spark collective change, lay the foundations for promising organizations to reach their 
potential.  

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
https://www.missioninvestors.org/
https://thegiin.org/about/
http://www.investorscircle.net/
http://www.wisecommunity.org/
https://startsomegood.com/
http://halcyonhouse.org/incubator
https://seedspot.org/programs-washington-d-c/
http://opengovhub.org/
https://www.in3dc.com/
http://globaldevincubator.org/
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7. Dcode42- was founded on the conviction that technology has the power to change the way 
government runs.  Dcode42 selects startups that have the potential to change the way the 
government runs.   
8. The Hatchery (AARP) – incubator focused on building tech products around health, wealth and self 
for senior citizens.   
9. 1776 – global business incubator with a location in DC focused on startups that can solve the 
world’s largest problems.  
10. Peace Tech Accelerator provides mentorship and training needed to scale both for- and not-for-
profit peacetech initiatives rapidly, securely, and cost-effectively.  The accelerator is supported by C5 
Capital Limited, Amazon Web Services 
11. Piranha Tank – “sniffs out the entrepreneurs, inventors, business people, and innovators with the 
best ideas and connects them with investors who can fund immediate growth.”  They are specifically 
focused on investing in businesses that are sustainable for the planet.   
 
Non-profits: The Foundation Center assists non-profits with applying for grant funding.  
 

UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS 

 
American University offers a Masters of Arts in Social Enterprise.  American also has a Social 
Innovation fellowship program that is open to all AU Masters students.  The fellows participate in a 
self-assessment, receive information and advice, obtain coaching, participate in experiential learning, 
and have access to facilities at 1776 and are eligible to take the Social Enterprise individual project 
practicum.   
 
Social Enterprise and Nonprofit clinic at Georgetown Law 
Offers free corporate and transactional legal services to social enterprises, nonprofit organizations, 
and select small businesses in Washington, DC 
 
Georgetown also offers a wide variety of social entrepreneurship courses and related organizations 
to their students.  Startup Hoyas provides a repository of these efforts.   
 
George Washington University also offers a wide variety of social entrepreneurship training 
programs and prize competitions.  The GWU Innovation Center is an interdisciplinary, human-center, 
and student-driven innovation center that serves as a hub for students interested in social 
entrepreneurship and community change. GW Upstart provides a repository of other entrepreneurship 
programs at DC.       
 
Howard University is home to the Entrepreneurial Leadership Institute – founded in 2003 as national 
repository for information vital to the growth and development of minority business enterprises.    
 
UDC is home to the Center for Urban Entrepreneurship  
 
Catholic University offers a Certificate in Social Entrepreneurship through its Metropolitan School of 
Professional Studies.  
 
 Social Impact 360 – mentorship program for college freshmen interested in social entrepreneurship 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
https://dcode42.com/
https://technical.ly/dc/2017/04/06/inside-hatchery-aarp-incubator/
https://www.1776.vc/
http://www.peacetechlab.org/peacetech-accelerator/
https://piranhatank.com/meet-the-teeth/
http://foundationcenter.org/connect-with-us/washington-dc
http://www.american.edu/sis/socialenterprise/degree/index.cfm
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/academics/academic-programs/clinical-programs/our-clinics/social-enterprise/
http://startuphoyas.com/social-entrepreneurship-at-georgetown/
https://innovation.gwu.edu/gw-innovation-center
https://serve.gwu.edu/what-is-gwupstart
http://www.cetla.howard.edu/workshops/entrepreneurship.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-small-business/new-center-for-urban-entrepreneurship-at-udc/2014/02/28/e36aab12-9f33-11e3-b8d8-94577ff66b28_story.html?utm_term=.a1ec811d6de7
http://metro.cua.edu/certificate/certsocialentrepreneurship.cfm/
https://socialimpact360.org/
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Impact Economy Resources in DC 

  
 

HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING PROGRAMS 

 
Good Projects – SYEP program that pairs youth in Wards 7 and 8 with youth in China to work on a 
social enterprise over the summer.   
 
Learn Serve International offers 2 complementary global leadership and social entrepreneurship 
programs to high students and schools.  (also has curriculum designed to teach social 
entrepreneurship to Middle School Students).  The Learn Serve Fellows Program brings together high 
school students from across the DC area to learn how to bring sustainable social change into their 
communities.  Over an academic year, students design and launch their own social ventures – action 
projects to benefit their schools and communities.   
 
Build ignites the potential of youth in under-resourced communities and equips them for high school, 

college, and career success through entrepreneurial-based experiential learning.   

 
Ashoka Changemakers Schools enable students to become changemakers so they can thrive in the 

modern world and find solutions to our most complex problems through adapting their social 

entrepreneurship curriculum.   

Future Leaders and Young Entrepreneurs (FLYE) offers entrepreneurial training to public school 
students through athletic programs at schools and communities.    
 
 

http://www.dmped.dc.gov
https://www.goodprojectsdc.org/
http://learn-serve.org/programs
https://build.org/what-we-do/
https://www.ashoka.org/en/program/changemaker-schools
http://flye.org/

